
ESSENTIAL   NEEDS   /   OCCUPATIONAL   LICENSE 

An essential needs license, sometimes referred to as an occupational driver’s license, is a restricted 

license issued by a Court to a person whose Texas driver’s license has been suspended or revoked 

(other than for medical reasons or delinquent child support). An essential needs license will only 

authorize the operation of a motor vehicle: 
 

• To travel to and from locations necessary in the performance of a person’s employment 

duties; 

 

• To travel to and from the location of the educational institution that a person attends; 

 

• To travel to and from locations necessary for a person to complete his/her court ordered 

obligations (e.g., perform community service hours, attend drug/alcohol counseling, etc.). 

and/or 
 

• To travel to and from locations necessary for a person to perform essential 

household/parental duties (e.g., purchase groceries, take a child to school, etc.). 

 

How many hours will an essential needs license 

allow me to drive? 
 

IT DEPENDS. In most instances, the Court will only allow you to drive a maximum of four (4) 

hours per day. When you can begin driving and when you must end driving for the day is dependent 

on what your essential need is to drive. 

 
E X AM PLE S: 

 
S ta rt T i m e: 

 
You need to be at work at 8:00 a.m. It takes thirty (30) minutes to get from your residence 

to school/work. The court will allow you to start driving at 7:30 a.m. 

 
E n d T i me: 

 
You are finished with class at 5:00 p.m. After you get out of class, you need two (2) hours 

to run errands (e.g., get groceries, do laundry, pick up a child at daycare, etc.) and to then get 

home. You must then end driving at 7:00 p.m. 

 

As illustrated in the above example, the Court will grant you some latitude to run errands and 

perform other essential household duties after you get out of school and/or off work. However, the 

Court are very hesitant to let individuals drive after 8:00 p.m. unless there is a truly compelling need 

to do so (e.g., work after 8:00 p.m., have tutoring sessions after 8:00 p.m., etc.). 



Will I be able to drive on the weekends? 
 
PROBABLY NOT. The Court will only grant a request to drive on Saturdays and/or Sundays if 

you work one or both of those days. 

 

Will I be able to drive in a different county other than the 

one in which I currently reside? 
 

IT DEPENDS. You will be limited by the Court to drive only in the county in which you 

currently reside, unless: 
 

• Your employment requires you to travel in and/or through a different county than the one 

in which you currently reside; 

 

• The educational institution you attend is located in a different county than the county in 

which you currently reside; and/or 

 

• You are required to attend Court proceedings in a different county than the county in 

which you currently reside. 
 

NO TE: The Courts do not consider it an essential need to drive out of the county in which 

you currently reside to visit your family and/or a significant other. 

 

 Will I be required to maintain a log of my daily 

driving activity? 
 

YES. You will need to keep an accurate record of your driving activity. When doing so, you will 

need to note the time and the physical description/address of your starting point when you leave 

one location to drive to another location. Once you arrive at your destination, you will then need 

to record the time of your arrival and the physical description/address of your end point. 

Additionally, you will need to document the essential purpose of why you needed to travel from 

your starting location to your ending location. 

 
EXAMPLE : 

 
It is Monday August 4th, you leave your residence driving to work/class at 7:45 a.m. You will need to 

record that at 7:45 a.m. you left your home with your destination being school/work. You arrive at 

school/work at 8:00 a.m.  You will then need to note the time of your arrival, as well as the physical 

location/address of the place to which you just arrived. Your drive time took a total of 15 minutes, so 

note that as well. You have just used 15 minutes of your four (4) hour maximum for the day. You still 

have a total of three (3) hours and forty-five (45) minutes of driving time available for use. 



 

AUGUST  14, 2010 

Departure 

Tim e 

Description of 

Starting Point 

Arrival 

T im e 

Description of End 

Point 

Purpose of T ravel 

7:45 AM Home 

1234 Any Street 

Bryan 

8:00 AM Texas A&M  University 

College Station 

To attend classes. 

 
(– ) 15 minutes 

 

NO TE:  A downloadable “Driving Log” similar to the one used in the example above 

can be found at w w w . g rea vesl aw . co m under the tab entitled “FORMS.” 

 
NO TE:  It is very important that you accurately maintain your driving log.  If you 

are stopped by a member of law enforcement, he/she will in all likelihood 

inspect this log very closely. 

 

In order to   obtain an essential needs driver’s license,  will  I be required 

to obtain SR-22 insurance coverage? 
 

YES. Per the Texas Safety and Responsibility Act, a person whose driving privileges have been 

suspended is required to file and maintain a Form SR-22 with the Texas Department of Public 

Safety (DPS) for at least the period of the person’s suspension. A Form SR-22 is a Certificate of 

Insurance that requires an insurance company to notify DPS if at any time a policy holder allows 

his/her insurance coverage to be canceled or lapse. 

 
 

NO TE:  Your current insurance policy cannot be accepted in place of an SR-22 

because a standard insurance policy does not require the insurance carrier 

to notify DPS  if a policy holder cancels or allows his/her policy to lapse. 

 

 

I am routinely asked by clients if they should attempt to purchase a Form SR-22 from their current 

insurance carrier– my advice is no. In all likelihood your current insurance carrier will 

eventually find out that your driver’s license has been suspended. Upon becoming aware of this, 

there is a good chance that your current carrier will raise your premium or terminate your current 

coverage. Due to the fact that most insurance companies only periodically check the driving 

records of their policy holders, it is doubtful that your current carrier will immediately find out 

about your suspension. However, if you attempt to obtain a Form SR-22 through your current 

carrier, they will become aware of the suspension the moment you mention the need for a Form 

SR-22. Therefore, it is my suggestion that you seek a Form SR-22 from an insurance brokerage 

company that focuses on finding the cheapest SR-22 coverage possible. I have been pleased 

with the price and reliability of Spartan Insurance (www.TexasSR22.com).  I am not requiring 
that you use this company. You may use any provider that you choose. I only suggest using this company’s 

services due to the fact that most people have never been in this situation and inevitably end up asking me 
how to go about obtaining a Form SR-22. 
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NOTE: For further information on essential needs/occupational licenses and 

the requirements of obtaining a Form SR-22 certificate you may go to 

the Texas Department of Public Safety’s website: 

www.txdps.state.tx.us/DriverLicense/OccupationalL icense.htm 

www.txdps.state.tx.us/DriverLicense/sr22InsuranceCertificate.htm 

 

IN  ORDER TO OBTAIN  AN  ESSENTIAL  NEEDS DRIVER’S LICENSE, I 

WOULD ASK YOU TO PLEASE DO THE FOLLOWING: 

 

1. Please fill out the form entitled Essential Needs License Questionnaire which is located 

below. Once you have done so, please turn this document into my office. You may hand 

deliver it, mail it, fax it (979/779-9387) or e-mail (marion@greaveslaw.com) it to my office. 
 
 

• Once this document is received by my office, the information that you provided 

o n  this form will be utilized to draft your Petition for an Essential Needs 

License. Therefore, it is very important that you fill this document out completely 

and accurately. 
 

 

2. Also fill out the form entitled Data for Texas Occupational Driver’s License that is 

located below. Once you have done so, please turn this document into my office. 
 

 

• If the Court grants your request for an essential needs license, I will mail this 

form into the DPS. After the DPS processes this form, a State issued essential 

needs driver’s license will then be mailed directly to you by the DPS. 
 

 

3. If you are a student, I will need you to provide to my office a copy of your class schedule 

from the current semester of your attendance.  The class schedule that you provide me 

needs to be one that your educational institution provided you or one off of their website. 

It cannot be one that you just hand wrote. 

 

4. If you are employed, I will need you to provide to my office a copy of your current work 

schedule. This schedule will need to be accompanied by a letter from an immediate 

supervisor at your job. In this letter, your supervisor will need to verify that the hours 

listed on the schedule that you submitted to me is an accurate representation of the hours 

that you actually work. 

http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/DriverL
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3. Make a check payable to me in the amount of $450.00 (you can also pay cash or put this 

amount on a credit card). Once the $450.00 has been received, $315.00 of these funds 

will be paid by my office to the district clerk to cover the fee associated with me filing 

your Petition for an Essential Needs License. The remaining $135.00 of the money you 

paid to my office will be sent to the DPS to cover the fees that DPS charges to issue your 

essential needs license and to reinstate your driving license at the end of your suspension 

period. 

 

4. Purchase a Form SR-22 certificate. 

 
 

NOTE:  When obtaining a Form SR-22, please inform the company that you 

are utilizing that it is very important that they provide either you or 

my office (marion@ greaveslaw.com) with proof that you have 

purchased this certificate.  The Court will not grant your essential 

needs license request without me presenting proof of SR-22 coverage 

at the time the Court reviews your request. 

 

 

Upon receipt of the above mentioned document and monies, I will prepare and file your Petition 

for an Essential Needs License. The Court will then set this matter on the docket for a hearing at 

its first available opportunity. Hopefully, this hearing will be within seven (7) to ten (10) days of 

the date that I filed your petition. Unfortunately, it sometimes takes longer depending on how 

backed up the Court is. 

 

Once a hearing date is set by the Court, my office will make you aware of the date and time. In 

most instances it will be necessary for you to be at the hearing. Please be on time and allow 

yourself time to get to the courthouse, park and go through the metal detectors. Also, please 

dress appropriately (i.e. no shorts, no caps, etc.). 

 

Lastly, the ability to obtain an essential needs license is not a right. It is a privilege. On the 

whole, judges do not have a problem granting these. However, there are always exceptions. So if 

you are required to attend this hearing, be prepared to respectfully answer any questions that a 

judge might ask you as to why you think that you deserve an essential needs license. I will be 

there with you when the judge questions you about your request, but the decision to grant your 

essential needs license is totally up to the judge and what he/she thinks about your request. 



ESSENTIAL NEEDS LICENSE QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

 

N A M E : 

 
 

 

First Middle Last 

 

 
A DD R E SS O F 

CU RR E N T R E S ID E N C E : 
 

 

 

(Street, Highway, County Road,, etc.  Please no PO  Box) 

 

 
 

 

 

City State Zip C ode 

 

IF E M P L O Y E D , 
 

N A M E O F E M P L O Y E R : 
 

 

 

 

 
IF E M P L O Y E D , 

A DDR E SS O F E M P L O Y E R : 
 

 

 

(Street, Highway, County Road,, etc.  Please no PO  Box) 

 
 

 

 

City  State Zip C ode 

 

IF E M P L O Y E D , _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _   

D E S C R IP T IO N O F J O B D U T IE S & _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _   

C O U N T IE S R E Q U IR E D T O T R A V E L IN _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _   

A S A C O N D IT IO N O F E M P L O Y M E N T : _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ 

 

 
IF A S T U D E N T , 

 

E D U C A T IO N A L IN S T IT U T IO N (S ) _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ __ _ 

C U RR E N T L Y A TT E N D IN G : 

 
 

 
 

  

S tart Time / E n d Time 
 

S tart Time / E n d Time 
 

S tart Time / E n d Time 
 

S tart Time / E n d Time 
 

S tart Time / E n d Time 
 

S tart Time / E n d Time 

 

S u n d ay: 
            

 

M on day 
            

 

Tuesday: 
            

 

Wednesday: 
            

 

Thursday: 
            

 

F rid ay: 
            

 

Saturday:  
            

 

R E Q U IR E D DR IV IN G T IM E S * 
 

*   The times you list below must be times that it would be essential for you to drive (e.g. to drive to and from work/school, as a condition of you r employment, etc.).  If you list        

times that you cannot justify as being essential, the Court will not grant these times. 



 

DATA FO R TEXAS 

O CCUPATIONAL DRIVER’S LICENSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Print or Type 

Full Name 

First M id d le Last 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Street Adress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This is to certify that I am the person named and described herein. 

 City  State Zip C od e 

 

 

Mail to: Safety Responsibility Bureau 

Occupational License Section 

Texas Department of Public Safety 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

B ox 15999 
Usual Signature of Applicant 

Austin, Texas 78761-5999 

 

 

 
 

INFORM AT ION BE L OW T HIS L INE IS FOR DEPARTM E NT USE ONL Y 

 

 
DAT E OF ISSUE _______________________________ EXPIRE: __________________________________ 

SR -37(4/92) 

 

D E P A R T M E N T U S E O N L Y 

 

 

 

A M O U N T : _   

 

 

M O N E Y 

 

N U M B E R : _ 

 

Date of  Birth 
  

Month       D ay       Y ear   S ex 

Color 

E yes 

Color 

Hair 

 Weight  

 Pounds 

 

Height 
 

F t. Inch 

Driver License 

N umber 

 



 

Purchase and print your SR-22 online in 4 minutes! 

 

 
1. Go to …… www.TexasSR22now.com (enter in your browser, do not Google) 

 
2. Click “Get Started” 

 

3. Complete the basic information for your quote 

 

4. Select payment option and check the “YES” box 

 

5. Fill in driver information and attorney’s email address (your attorney will receive your SR-22 within 10 minutes 

 

via email) 
 

Attorney Email Address:     marion@greaveslaw.com 
 

6. Click purchase, then print your SR-22…..and you’re DONE 

 

 

 

Our program will send out copies of your SR-22 to:  You, Texas Department of Public Safety,   AND to your 

attorney’s email within 10 minutes. 

Should you or your attorney need to access another copy of the SR-22 you can go back to our website and go to the 

“Manage My Policy” section. Enter your information and print the necessary documents. 

For assistance, call Spartan Insurance at 877-652-3602 or chat online from our website! 

http://www.texassr22now.com/

